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'~ Pondering Our Faith with Pastor Jack ~

What are you going to do this summer? Have you m
vacation plans? Are friends and/or family coming to visi
you from far away places? | 0ve sa&g
agenda for myself, with ample consideration being given to the needs of n
wife and family, which is appropriate.

)

side of Niagara Falls and take in the quaint Victorian town of Niaggathe-
Lake, the butterfly observatory, the Carmelite Monastery, a chocolate fact
and did some wine tasting, among other activities.

Later this month we will join our family for a trip to Ocean City, Marylan
for several days. | know many of our members regularly travel to this loca
for vacation each year, but this will be our first foray to this beach environ-
ment, so if you have any suggestions, we would he happy to hear from yo

Other goals | have set for myself over the summer months call for a pe
of intentional prayer and reflection and that will lead to a repurposing of m
vocation as an ordained minister. This will necessarily entail the completid
a sizeable reading list, sejtiided retreats, and professional consultations.
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The nature of the church has changed so, as a consequence, the way
try needs to be done within the church must change as well. | wish | could
ééyouthatthisisaonei ded project, but it is
al so work to discern this congredg
the obvious changes that we are now undergoing as a faith community.

E . | have preached and written for several months that as the Church of J
eVChrist, we are |ike Dorothy in tHh
- not in Kansas anymor e, Toto. 0 Thd

€ € has begun to fully grasp the implications of this fact is lending itself to an ¢
N increasing degree of frustration on both our parts.

In an attempt to meet the expectations of this church family, which are
many and varied in number as there are members, | struggle to unilaterall
provide the type of ministry that worked-80 years ago, even though | am
convinced that this is impractical and ineffective. Our church leaders, in re
€ é sponse to some heavy, but not as imminently threatening [l believe], finan
challenges, are attempting to place a baiddon a wound that requires a mug
more holistic approach. In a nutshell, we are trying to recycle the old ways
being and doing church in an attempt to revitalize and regenerate ourselv

g .

Continued on next page ¢ é . . .

Connie and | have already taken four days vacation to tour the Canadign
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matter of my personal calling to ordained ministry, but as your pastor, | miist
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Continued from previous page € € . ltds actually a passage that
ple and ministries on the subject of repurposing. What

An often articulated phrase comes to mind at this does repurposing mean?
point: ADoing the same ol di f f
ent outcome is the defini  |tmeansmorethanbeing merely transformed fromve a
witnessing, however weihtentioned it is, is not an at- what we now are to something new and different. Trans-

tempt to move forward as a church, but a reversal in the formation is fantastic, but only if it leaves you in better
ways we conduct our self as the Body of Christin this  shape than you were before? We have been transformed
location which is having a detrimental effectonmorale  f r om what we were a year or
and ministry €. mine and somethingrelatively new and different. But, in many ways
we are no better than we were before. The signs are all

Il 6ve even heard some o0f groundusandthe old ways of thinking and old allegiafcés
and informal, say that -St toformertraditions and formulas have not worked. Rell-0 O r
5 years. In this open letter to the congregation, | tell you ance on ourselves has not produced what we need most.
now that I believe this will only come true if we con-

tinue to listen to the nagayers. It will only happen if Paul 6s wordsint i¢ SomeobyGode
we continue on a path of apathy where we arewillingto 31 so be trans!| adftelde iSohi ofe @G
offer our complaints and criticisms but not our commit- pg you understand the switch in emphasis from our faith
ment. to Christés faith? It makes
are no longer living by owwn faith; we are living by

I know that some of our members have been visiting C h r j faith. @ values and practices have become re-
other churches and have regaled us with testimoniesof pur posed, with Jesus Chri st o
how wonderful their exper ysandthrough us. Itiswhatallowed himto move toward  d
the stories that have circulated about how exciting the  and endure the cross.
various ministries of these churches are: multiple Sun-
day School classes for the adults alone; multiple worship As part of your summer musings, | invite you to join
services because attendance is so high and interests so me in at least this small part of my agenda. Take a long,

varied; all the wvisitati o hardlookatthe cross. There are plenty of them around the O
that is accomplished €. . church. Some of us wear them around our neck. | wear
one on the pinky finger of my right hand. Wherever and

How many pastors or paid staff do these other whenever you see a Ccross, re
churches provide for? What is the depth of theirmusical cr oss it s your cross € itos
talent? Is there a fApastocrucified with Christ, o ®fayws
tion on board to handle visitation which will free the who | i ve, but it is Christ w
pastor(s) for administrative and teaching duties? How
involved are their lay people in developing and spear Our old life will end, and a new life will begin. When
heading new programs? How many mission trips do we are made right -gwingfhith-God b
they actively support and physically participate in? fulness, we become completely different pecpfea n e w
These are just some of the questions that | never seemticr eat i on, 06 in which everythi
hear answers to. thing becomes new.

l's our staff here at St. | want to become repurposed for my ministry. | hope x p e
tions of the people of our congregation or-v&asa? Is that each of you é and all o
our morale sufficiently hopeful of our ministries orisit  will desire to become repurposed in our individual and
more colored with criticism and defeatism? Dowetalk cor porate ministries. Where
of investing in new programs directed at revitalizing and knows? | will endeavor not to ask that question over these
repurposing our church [trusting that God will work coming summer months. | will seek, instead, to make the

with us and through us in any new endeavor] or do we  changes that are necessary to allow me to more fully live
of fer a plethora of rati o bythefaithofthe Son of God, pray for a greater swellifigt ~ w
unless we know what the finished product will be be- of Christoés own faithful ness
forehand? through me [us]. | will trust that God will reinvent my
calling to ordained ministry and reinvent our calling as the
I invite you to read thechurch é whatever form taath
Galatians, chapter 2, verses2b
Il Have a Peaceful and Productive Summer !



HAPPY BIRTHDAY TO:
June

1 Dorothy Fox, Penny George
2  Daryl Keim, Garrett Ordway, Campbell Harris
3  Allan Bubeck Jr.
4  Jacob Moyer
5  Steve Steltz Sr.
6  Mark Stump
7 Lila Newhard, Manette Boyer, Wanda Herring
10 Grace Conover
13  Shirley Smith, Ava Grim, Briana Pilgert
14 Caroll Weida
15 Merlin Oswald
16 Dolores King, Fietta Schaeffer
17 Catherine Seem
20 Bruce Burrows, Connie Davies
21 Steven Leinbach
25 David Focht, Joe Hartman, Louise Wessner
26 Emma Schaeffer
28 Avrielle Schwalm, Dominick Rice,
Delaney Karpeuk
30 Joan Heffner, Sarah Peter

HAPPY ANNIVERSARY TO:
June

1 Victoria & David Ferguson

2 Wanda & Guy Herring

3 Maude & John Schaeffer

9 Kathy & Stanley Helbert

13 Shirley & Robert Hartman

19 Shirley & Joe Hartman
Linda & Tom Merkel

22 Lisa & Carl Breidegam

24 Rebecca & Rodney Freeman

25 Erin & Zak Marinkov

26 Shirley & Jay Leinbach
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WEDDING

May 1st Amanda Kutz and Ed Vargas.
Congratulations to the happy couple!!

CLASSIFIED ADS:
SOUND SYSTEM TEAM
The Sound System Team requests to be n

fied at leasfL week in advancef you plan to use
special music for worship, weddings or funerals. Y

may call the church office at 688833393 to reserve

Sound Team help. You may also call Keith Wucht
6106833579, to reserve Sound Team help or witl

questions or concerns

Pastoral Care:
toral care while honoring the privacy and wishes
parishioners and their families, those who desire
toral care/visitation during a hospital stay or perio
recovery are asked to contact (or have an imme
family member contact) the pastor directly at 4
6959880 (cell) or 6186833393 (office)

In an effort to provide quality pag
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NON-PROFIT

ST. PAULOGS UNITED CHURCH OF CHRI STl oréanzation

47 South Whiteoak Street U.S. Postage

Kutztown, PA 1953a1621 PAID
Kutztown, PA
Permit No. 30

Address Service Requested

Sent With A Prayer To:

MARK YOUR CALENDARS

JUNE 20th
JUNE 6th
FATHER®S DAY CHURCH PICNIC & 10:15 AM
JUNE 8th

BLOOD MOBILE 6 4 to 8 PM

JUNE 11th
READING PHILLIES
GAME STARTS AT 7:00 PM

JUNE13th
SUMMER WORSHIP BEGINS
9:00AM

JUNE 21st
SUMMER BEGINS



