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guided by the teachings of Jesus Christ, 

are committed to carry His good news.  

We celebrate Godôs presence by shar-

ing Godôs unconditional love with fel-

lowship, worship and service to others.  

We pray for Godôs wisdom and  

compassion to lead us  

in our endeavors. 
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~ Pondering Our Faith with Pastor Jack ~  
 
ñWhen I look at your heavens, the work of your fingers, the 

moon and the stars that you have established; what are hu-

man beings that you are mindful of them, mortals that you 

care for them? Yet you have made them a little lower than 

God, and crowned them with glory and honor. You have given them dominion 

over the works of your hands; you have put all things under their feet 

é.ò [Psalm 8:3-6] 

 

     It really is a truism: itôs all in how you look at it. ñItò being life or any particular 

life situation you may encounter. We call it ñperspective.ò Let me give you an exam-

ple: 

 

     A man had an absolutely horrible day at work. It seemed that everything had gone 

wrong. There was one interruption after another, and he was never able to complete 

his work. 

 

     When he entered the door at home that evening, he was sure that his wife must 

have had a very similar day. You could see it written all over her face. So, to set the 

process straight, the man began, ñI have had the worst day of my life; itôs been bad 

news, bad news and more bad news. I donôt know what kind of day youôve had, but if 

at all possible, can you share some good news with me? 

 

     The wife, a thoughtful and loving person, considered his request for a moment, and 

then said, ñOf course I can. You know we have six beautiful children, right?ò He 

agreed. ñWell,ò she said, ñfive of them didnôt break a leg today.ò 

 

     We followers of Jesus are a curious lot, to say the least. We are the beneficiaries of 

such enormous grace, yet we have this incredulous capacity to either disregard it all 

together or simply (willfully or otherwise) undervalue or devalue the gift by the way 

we choose to look at and live it in our lives. And, as if that werenôt bad enough, we 

have this incessant need to project our negative attitudes onto others or (so it would 

seem) die trying. 

 

     Part of these musings arose in me as I contemplated what it is we are called to be 

and do as Christian disciples. What, exactly, are we supposed to take away from our 

various worship experiences? Shouldnôt being a follower of ñthe Wayò mean a signifi-

cant and visible difference in our lives when compared to those who do not know the 

risen Savior? 

 

     Of course, many would insist that going to church or any encounter with God 

should translate into a change in our life circumstances for the better. And they would 

be dead wrong. As the old adage goes: God never promised us a rose garden. [But, 

even if God had, arenôt we still likely to come across a few thorns?] Our encounters 

with the living God who is still speaking to us will not necessarily make everything in 

life ñall right.ò But every encounter with God does hold unbelievable potential to alter 

the perspective from which we view our life experiences é if we allow ourselves to 

remain open to receive Godôs gifts in this regard. 
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     Remember: 

 

Through the eyes of the world, it was just another 

brutal murder in a brutal existence; through the 

eyes of faith, it was God so loving the world 

that he gave his only Son to pay the penalty for 

our sin. 

 

Through the eyes of the world, he was just another 

religious fanatic bent on terrorism; through the 

eyes of faith, Saul of Tarsus could become the 

greatest missionary the church has ever known. 

 

Through the eyes of the world, those poor and hun-

gry and sick and imprisoned are a nuisance; 

through the eyes of faith, they are an opportu-

nity to meet Christ. 

 

Through the eyes of the world, we are too small and 

powerless to make a difference; through the 

eyes of faith, we know that when we walk out 

of any encounter with God, we do not walk 

away alone -- we go with each other, and our 

God goes with us, and that is power. 

 

Through the eyes of the world, you and I are unbe-

lievably insignificant -- just one of some six-

billion-plus others; through the eyes of faith, we 

are incredibly important -- God knows us so 

intimately that even the hairs of our heads are 

numbered 

       (a number that continues to be significantly re-

duced for some of us). 

 

     The first grade teacher has her class coloring a 

picture of a duck carrying an umbrella. They were 

supposed to color the duck yellow, and the um-

brella green. But Tommy rebelled, and colored his 

duck fire-engine red. 

 

     ñTommy,ò asked the teacher patiently, ñhow 

many red ducks have you seen?ò 

 

     ñThe same as the number of yellow ducks Iôve 

seen carrying green umbrellas,ò came the reply. 

 

     How will you see things after your encounter 

with God? Remember: itôs all in the perspective. 

Leave yourself open to receive Godôs gifts! 
 

NEW MEMBERS  
 

 

Martha Ann Freed is the mother of Mary Steltz and resides 

at Saucony Cross Apartments in Kutztown. with her dog 

miniature dachshund, Gypsy.  A retired homemaker, Martha 

enjoys sewing, crafting, and attending craft shows. We have 

it on good counsel that she also enjoys attending the summer 

concert series at the Kutztown and Fleetwood community 

parks.  Martha has a wonderful sense of humor and has 

brightened many fellowship events with her quick wit. 

 

 

Ana Lisha Bennett, is currently a junior at Kutztown Uni-

versity, where she is pursuing a degree in Professional Writ-

ing. She works on campus for Classroom Technology, a divi-

sion of the Information Technology Department and enjoys 

art -painting and sketching, writing and reading. Born in 

Rome, NY, Ana explains that, as a military child, she lived in 

a ñfew places.ò Ana has also traveled all over the United 

States to attend conferences and speak about civil rights is-

sues. 

 

 

Emily Gabrielle Harris is a full-time student at Kutztown 

University where she is pursuing a Bachelor of Arts degree 

with a double major in Spanish and Professional Writing and 

a minor in Advertising. She grew up in Mechanicsburg, PA 

and enjoys photography, scrapbooking, animals, nature, and 

gardening. She currently works part-time on campus and the 

mall. You should ask her about her two-month cross cultural 

trip to Ecuador. 
 

 

 

WELCOME TO ST PAULôS UCC 



HAPPY BIRTHDAY TO:  

   July 
 

     1é..Gordon Gruber, Dawn Frey 

     2      Kevin Kulp 

     4é..Roy Stofflet, David Bubbenmoyer,  

 Daniel Hawkins, Carly Hawkins 

     5é..Shawn Williams, Justin Dierolf 

     6é..Robert Hartman, 

     7      Anna Wagaman, Matthew Diehl 

     8     Thomas Luckenbill 

    10é.Gary Fritz, Kathryn Snyder 

    12é.Ken Frey,  Carolyn Ordway, Todd OôNeil 

    13     Bradley Schwalm 

    15     Marjorie Weida 

    18é.John Schaeffer, JoAnn Fritz, Laraine Wuchter 

    19     Mildred Merkel, Elaine Seaman, Brenda Bailey, 

 Kelly Monroe, Tayson Merkel 

    20é.Jillian Wessner, Alexander Diltz, Nicole Diltz 

    21     Mary Steltz 

    23é.Ryan Kulp, Marissa Strauss, Janet Haas 

    24é.John  Keiser, Jr., Jennifer Seaman  

    25é.Lorraine Harvilla, Daniel Follweiler  

    27     Dennis Kutz, Tod Herman 

    28é.Brenda Grider, Jan Weller 

    29     Nancy Thomas, David Uhler, Steven Steltz, Jr 

    30é.Thomas Merkel Jr., Darren Kemp 

    31é.Dale Folk 

 

 

HAPPY BIRTHDAY TO:  

   August 

 

    1    Jay Leinbach, Ronald Newhard, Colin Heffley 

 Matthew Strauss 

    2    Judith Magee, Jarad Luckenbill 

    4    Paul Angstadt 

    5    Erin Webb 

    6    Brandi Reidenhour, Trista Smith 

    7    Mary Weaknecht, Curtis Daub Jr. 

    8    Jane Hertzog, Elle Angstadt 

    9    Michele Mittner, Amy Rakowiecki 

   11   Lori Lobb, Kimberly George 

   12   David Swan 

   13   LaRue Grim, Karen Rhode 

   14   Alyssa Bragg 

   15   LeAnn Silberman, Lindsey Derstine 

   16   Linda Stitzer 

   17   John Kutz, Dennis Fenstermacher 

   18   LeRoy Haas, Tasha Sward 

   20   Cynthia Kutz 

   21   Aaron Snyder 

   24   Nicole Weaknecht, Miranda Reidenhour  

   25   Jennifer Swan, Douglas Karpeuk, Natalie Grim 

   26   Evelyn Fink, Joseph Kibler 

   27   Tyler Schmoyer, Emily Harris 

   29   Elizabeth Bard 

   30   Michael Delp, Marcie Miller, Andrea Bohn 

   31   Matthew Weida 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

HAPPY ANNIVERSARY TO:  

   July 

 

     4     Lynn & Scott Hilbert 

    10    Mary & Robert Geist 

    14    Cynthia & Dennis Kutz 

    18    Joan & Robert Gangewere 

    22    Edith & Luther Balthaser 

 

 
HAPPY ANNIVERSARY TO:  

   August 
 

     15   Jan & Greg Weller 

     19   Jennifer & Frank Pilgert 

     27   Ann & Bruce Burrows 


